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What is Claimed is: 




CLAIMS 



^Q^j/ 1 . ANriethod for exchanging information within a group of users on a wide 
area network, cornorising the steps of: 

receiving posts of information from said users on a wide area network; 
storing said posts in a memory; 
providing saki users an option to receive said posts; 
providing saioyusers an option to rate each of said posts; 
receiving ratingVdata pertaining to selected ones of said posts from said 
users, wherein at least a portion of said rating data comprises a quantitative rating, and 
wherein said selected ones of sg^d posts comprises posts that have been received and 
individually rated by said users; 

storing said rating data\in said memory; and 
providing said users an option to receive said rating data. 
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2. The method according to Craim 1, further comprising providing on a wide 
area network a Web page displaying at leastspne of said posts, and providing said users 
an option to contribute at least one of said posk using said Web page. 

3. The method according to Claim 1, v\/herein said first providing step further 
comprises providing a Web page on a wide area laetwork, said Web page having a 
toggle object providing users an option of displaying\at least a portion of said posts 
grouped according to a subject thread, and not grouped \ccording to a subject thread. 

4. The method according to Claim 1, wherein ^id second providing step 
further comprises providing a Web page on a wide area netwoK^. said Web page having 
a vote object providing users said option to rate said posts. 
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>/5. 



he method according to Claim 1, wherein said second providing step 



further comprises providing said users said option to rate each of said posts according 
to at least one predetermined criteria. 

6. The mdthod according to Claim 1, wherein said second providing step 
further comprises providing said users said option to rate each of said posts according 
to whether said each of sans( posts comprises a flame. 

7. The method acc\)rding to Claim 1, wherein said second providing step 
further comprises providing saidVjsers said option to rate each of said posts according 
to whether said each of said postsNpomprises spam. 

8. The method accordingXto Claim 1, further comprising aggregating said 
rating data recorded in said memory fo\each post in said selected ones of said posts. 

9. The method according to Claim 8, wherein said aggregating step further 
comprises developing an aggregate post score based on said rating data for each post 
in said selected ones of said posts according\o at least one predetermined criteria. 

10. The method according to Claim\9, wherein said third providing step 
further comprises providing users said option toVeceive said rating data recorded in 
said memory by receiving said aggregate post score\for each post in said selected ones 
of said posts. 



11. The method according to Claim 10, wherein said third providing step 
further comprises providing users said option to view said\ating data by presenting to 
users said selected ones of said posts ranked according to said aggregate post score. 



12. The method according to Claim 1, further cohiprising the steps of 
associating said rating data recorded in said memory with at lea^t one of said users 
according to at least one post provided by said at least one us^i; to produce user- 
associated rating data. 
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13. The method according to Claim 12, further comprising a step of ranking 
id users\according to a value of said user-associated rating data associated with each 
said at leastvone user. 



14. Tfte method according to Claim 13. wherein said ranking step further 
comprises develoWg an aggregate user score for each user, wherein each said 
aggregate user scon^ contains information about said value of said user-associated 
rating data. 

15. The method ^according to Claim 14, further comprising the step of 
providing users an option to receive said aggregate user score for each user. 

10 16. The method accorcnng to Claim 1, further comprising defining a topic for 

J said posts of information prior to sa\l first receiving step. 

I 17. The method according tb Claim 16. wherein said second providing step 

further comprises providing said users s\id option to individually rate each of said posts 
according to whether said each of said polsts is relevant to said topic, and wherein said 
second receiving step further comprises^ receiving said rating data comprising 
information about the topical relevance of said\elected ones of said posts. 

I 18. The method according to Claim f6, wherein said first providing step 

I further comprises providing on a wide area network^ Web page displaying at least one 

of said posts, providing said users an option to coniHbute at least one of said posts 
20 using said Web page, and providing on said Web page a isHurality of links to a plurality of 

related Web pages containing information relevant to said topic. 

19. The method according to Claim 18, further cohnprising providing said 
users an option to rate each of said plurality of related Web pag\s linked to said Web 
page by said links. 
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20\ The method according to Claim 19, further comprising receiving link rating 
data pertaining to selected ones of said links from said users, wherein at least a portion 
of said link raHng data comprises a quantitative rating, and wherein said selected ones 
of said links cohiprises links to selected ones of said plurality of related Web pages that 
have been received and rated by said users. 



21. The method according to Claim 20, further comprising ranking said links 
according to said link rating data on said Web page. 

22. The method according to Claim 20, further comprising presenting said 
links on a menu of said Web page. 

23. The method accoraing to Claim 22, further comprising presenting said 
links grouped in a plurality of menus of said Web page, wherein each of said plurality of 
menus contains links pertaining to\a category, wherein said category is selected from 
top links and nominated links. 

24. The method according toX^laim 22, wherein said links further comprise at 
least one link to at least one related WebNpage configured to display posts relevant to a 
second topic, wherein said second topic is related to said topic. 

25. The method according to Clair^v 24, further comprising providing said 
users an option to rate said at least one related \Ateb page, and receiving link rating data 
pertaining to said at least one link from said users,Vherein at least a portion of said link 
rating data comprises information about the relatedn^ss of said second topic and said 
topic. 

26. The method according to Claim 16, where^i said first providing step 
further comprises providing on a wide area network a Web pa»ae displaying at least one 
post of said posts, providing said users an option to contribute atJeast one of said posts 
using said Web page, and providing on said Web page a plurality of links to a plurality of 
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related Web pages containing information relevant to said topic, wherein at least one of 
said plurality of related Web pages contains at least one link back to said Web page. 

X7. The method according the Claim 26, further comprising counting use of 
said at l^st one link back to said Web page to link to said Web page during a 
predetermined interval of time, and ranking said plurality of links according to said 
count. \ 

28. The method according to Claim 27, further comprising performing an 
action selected from adding a link to said plurality of links, and deleting a link from said 
plurality of links, according to a ranking determined in said ranking step. 

29. The method acteording to Claim 1, further comprising receiving preference 
information from at least on^ of said users, wherein said preference information 
specifies a threshold criteria forNfiltering said posts according to said rating data, and 
further comprising storing said prererence information in said memory. 

30. The method according toi Claim 29, further comprising filtering said posts 
to identify desired posts by rejecting posts that do not meet said threshold criteria 
specified by said preference information, providing a Web page to said at least one of 
said users on a wide area network, and displaying at least one post of said desired 
posts on said Web page. >y 

31. The method according to Claim 30, wherein said step of providing a Web 
page further comprises providing a Web page having^a tolerance bar for providing said 
at least one user an option to send said preferenceNfriformation for storing in said 
memory. \ 

32. The method according to Claim 12, further comprising receiving 
preference information from at least one of said users, whesrein said preference 
information specifies a threshold criteria for filtering said posts according to said user- 



LA2:509758.2 



-60- 



as^ciated rating data applied to the contributor of each post of said posts, and further 
comprt^g storing said preference information in said memory. 

33. ^l^e method according to Claim 1 , further comprising defining a plurality of 
topics for said po^tsof information, and storing said topics in said memory. 

34. The methoo^^cording to Claim 33, wherein said second receiving step 
further comprises receiving sard rating data comprising information about the relevance 
of selected ones of said posts to s^^cted ones of said plurality of topics, and grouping 
said posts in a plurality of topically orWiized self-evolving exchange groups according 
to said rating data, wherein each topic^ organized self-evolving exchange group 
comprises posts relevant to one of said plurauty^f topics. 

35. The method according to Claim 1 , wheF^n said steps are repeated in any 
logical order causing the number of said posts stored in s^d memory and the amount of 
said rating data stored in said memory to increase. \^ 

36. The method according to Claim 2, further compn^ng an initial step of 
receiving an address for a Web page from a founding user, and wherein said step of 
providing a Web page further comprises providing a link on said WebVpage, said link 
comprising said address from said founding user. \ 
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37. A method for concealing private information exchanged between users of 
an information exchange group implemented in a memory connected to a wide area 
network, comprising: 

5 receiving selected private information from said users; 

storing said fleeted private information in said memory; 

intercepting at least one message sent from a first one of said users to a 
second one of said users, s^id message containing at least a portion of said selected 
private information; 

10 altering said at least one message to conceal said at least a portion of 

selected private information, thereby creating an altered message; and 

sending said alterejd message to said second one of said users. 

38. The method accoifdjnd to Cjaim 37, wherein said altering step further 
comprises concealing evidence QfjalWafion, thereby creating an altered message that 
will not appear to said second one of said users to be altered. 

39. A method for concealirtg private addresses of users of an information 
exchange group implemented in a \nemory connected to a wide area network, 
comprising: 

receiving a private address ftom a first one of said users; 
storing said private address in\said memory; 
providing a command to other tjsers of said information exchange group, 
said command for directing a message to said first one of said users at said private 
address, wherein said private address is not revealed to said other users; 

receiving a message directed to sa^ first one of said users from a second 
25 one of said users ; and 

sending said message to said first onebf said users. 
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40. A method for rahk ordering a list of links on a Web page, comprising: 

providing a first WVeb page on a server connected to a wide area network; 
providing on saiq first Web page a plurality of links to a plurality of other 

Web pages; 

measuring an amount of^ traffic to said first Web page generated by 
selected ones of said plurality ofother Web pages; 

assigning a rank to selected ones of said plurality of links according to the 
amount of traffic generated thereby measured in said measuring step; and 

ordering selected ones of said plurality of links in a list on said first Web 
page, according to the rank assigned tnereto in said assigning step. 
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> 41. A computer-implemented system for exchanging information within a 
^oup of users on a wide area network, comprising: 

at least one processor connected to a wide area network; 
a mernory connected to said processor and having program instructions 
stored therein, said \rocessor operable to execute said program instructions, said 
program instructions conaprising: 

receiving posts of information from users on said wide area 
network; \ 

storing said posts in said memory; 
providing sand users an option to receive said posts; 
providing said users an option to rate each of said posts; 
receiving rating dka pertaining to selected ones of said posts from 
said users, wherein at least a portion of said rating data comprises a 
quantitative rating, and wnerein said selected ones of said posts 
comprises posts that have been received and individually rated by said 
users; \ 

storing said rating data in said, memory; and 

providing said users an option tb receive said rating data. 

42. The system according to Claim 41, wherein said instructions further 
comprise defining a plurality of topics for said posts ofViformation, and wherein said 
instructions further comprise receiving said rating data comprising information about the 
relevance of selected ones of said posts to selected ones of said plurality of topics, and 
grouping said posts in a plurality of topically organized self-evolving exchange groups 
according to said rating data, wherein each topically organized se(f-evolving exchange 
group comprises posts relevant to one of said plurality of topics. \ 
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43. >^ method for organizing a system of topically organized, self-evolving 
exchange grou^xs. comprising: 

definnig a plurality of topics for posts of information from users on a wide 

area network; 

storing said^urality of topics in a memory; 
receiving said posts of information from said users; 
storing said posts\)f information in a memory; 

grouping said posts\pf information into topical groups, wherein each of 
said topical groups comprises selected ones of said posts of information pertaining to 
one of said plurality of topics; 

providing said users an optiVi to receive said topical groups; 

providing said users an option\to individually rate said posts in said topical 

groups; 

receiving rating data pertaining tdSselected ones of said posts from said 
users, wherein at a portion of said rating data comprises a quantitative rating, and 
wherein said selected ones of said posts comprise pQsts that have been received and 
individually rated by said users; 

storing said rating data in said memory; and 

ranking said posts in said topical groups accordtag to said rating data. 
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OJy method according to Claim 43, wherein said first providing step 

( further comprises: 

prodding a Web page on a wide area network, said Web page displaying 
5 posts of a first topicakgroup of said topical groups; 

providing said users an option to contribute at least one of said posts 
using said Web page; and 

providing on s^d Web page links to a plurality of Web pages containing 
information relevant to a topic\f said first topical group. 

10 45. The method according to Claim 44, wherein selected ones of said links to 

said plurality of Web pages on )said Web page of said first providing step further 
comprise links to a plurality of Web. pages configured to display posts from selected 

P ones of said topical groups, wherein siaid selected ones of said topical groups and said 

^ first topical group comprise posts releva\t to a subject. 

"^15 46. The method according to 0|aim 44, further comprising providing said 

s users an option to rate each of said plurality\)f Web pages linked to said Web page by 

Q 

^. said links. 

H 47. The method according to Claim 44, farther comprising receiving link rating 

p data pertaining to selected ones of said links from saki users, wherein at least a portion 
20 of said link rating data comprises a quantitative rating\and wherein said selected ones 

of said links comprises links to selected ones of said plc^ality of Web pages that have 

been received and rated by said users. 

48. The method according to Claim 47, further corr^prising ranking said links 
according to said link rating data on said Web page. 

25 49. The method according to Claim 47, further comprising presenting said 

selected ones of said links on a menu of said Web page. 
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